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The Ringling Blue Devil 
high school football team took 
home a hard fought 13-12 vic-
tory over the Morrison Wild-
cats when they traveled to the 
Western Heights high school 
football stadium in Oklahoma 
City on Friday, December 3.

As Ringling was the home 
team, the Blue Devil high 
school marching band opened 
the game with the National 
Anthem.

Senior team captains 
overseeing the coin toss were 
Coltin Fincher, Julius Koons, 
Kanyon McGahey and Chase 
Taylor. The Blue Devils won 
the toss, choosing to kick off 
and defer reception to the 
second half.

Following kickoff by Kaden 
Barron, the Blue Devil defense 
fought against the Wildcat 
offense for three series before 
forcing a turn over on downs.

While Ringling’s first of-
fensive drive did not yield 
much yardage, the Wildcats 
fumbled Scotty Taylor’s punt 
and Ringling’s Brayden John-
son recovered giving the Blue 
Devils a first and ten on the 
Morrison 49 yard line. Quar-
terback Karson Daniel worked 
with Barron, Caleb Taylor, 
Alex Nicholas, and Rance 
Wilson covering yardage over 
three first downs before being 
forced to turn over the ball on 
a fourth down run that came 
up short. The first quarter 
ended scoreless.

The second quarter began 
with defensive lineman Jaxon 
Perry snagging an intercep-
tion putting the Blue Devils 
back in control of the ball. The 
drive was short lived however 
when a fumble sent Ringling’s 
defense back to the field.

This time it was Fincher’s 
interception that put the Blue 
Devils back in control of the 
ball. After three downs, Scotty 

Taylor punted the ball.
The Blue Devil defense held 

the Wildcats forcing a punt 
on the fourth down. Daniel 
worked with Wilson, Barron, 
and Caleb Taylor for the first 
and ten before being forced to 
punt in the next series sending 
both teams into halftime still 
scoreless.

The Blue Devil high school 
cheerleaders, marching band 
and flag corps performed the 
halftime entertainment. The 
band, directed by Blade Bigler 
played Black Dog, Paint it 
Black and Back in Black, all 
tributes to the 1980’s rock n’ 
roll era. They ended the show 
with the Blue Devil fight song.

The Blue Devils’ Chase Tay-
lor came out ready to receive 
at the top of the third quarter 
and was brought down at the 
29 yard line. Quarterback Dan-
iel worked with Chase Taylor, 
Fincher, Wilson and Johnson 
through three first downs be-
fore sending Barron to the end 
zone for the first touchdown of 
the night. Following Barron’s 
extra point kick, the Blue Dev-
ils led the Wildcats 7-0.

Morrison was quick to 
respond with their first touch-
down, however, the Blue Devil 
defense stymied the two point 
conversion allowing Ringling 
to maintain a one point lead.

It was again Chase Tay-
lor who received the kickoff. 
Quarterback Daniel worked 
with Barron before Daniel 
made a QB keeper rush for 
the first down. The next series 
came up short of the first down 
and the Blue Devils turned the 
ball over to the Wildcat offense 
after the fourth down.

Ringling’s defense pre-
vented any great progress 
out of Morrison and forced a 
punt from the Wildcats on the 
fourth down ending the third 

quarter with Ringling in a one 
point, 7-6 lead over Morrison.

At the top of the fourth 
quarter of play, Daniel worked 
with Fincher and Barron 
before he powered another QB 
keeper for the first down. In 
the next series, Daniel con-
nected a pass with Caleb Taylor 
and a handoff to Fincher 
before sending Barron again to 
the end zone. The extra point 

fell outside the uprights, but 
Ringling held a 13-6 lead over 
Morrison.

Following Barron’s kickoff, 
the Blue Devil defense quickly 
forced a punt from the Wild-
cats.

Morrison returned the favor 
promptly putting the Ringling 
defense back on the field.

A turnover on downs 
quickly put the Blue Devil 

Leading rushers for the 
night were Barron with 51 
yards on 14 carries, Wilson 
with 42 yards on 10 carries, 
Daniel with 39 yards on 14 
carries and Fincher with 22 
yards on five carries.

Quarterback Daniel was 
nine completions on eighteen 
attempts with one interception 
totaling 107 passing yards. 
Caleb and Chase Taylor were 
the lead receivers – Caleb with 
74 yards on four receptions 
and Chase with 25 yards on 
two receptions.

“It was a hard fought battle 
and I’m glad we came out on 
top,” said head football coach 
Philip Koons after the game.

“I was really proud of the 
way our defense played.  I 
thought they did great – espe-
cially covering the backfield. 
Offensively, we left some 
opportunities on the field, 
especially in the first half.” 

Looking forward to Sat-
urday afternoon, Koons said, 
“Cashion is going to be chal-
lenging. They’re really good 
and can mix up the run and 
pass game so our fundamen-
tals are going to be impor-
tant.”

“I really appreciate all our 
fans. There’s been a great 
turnout – it looked like the 
entire town was there. Also, I 
really appreciate the send offs 
we’ve gotten the last couple 
of weeks – it makes a guy feel 
good and hopefully we’ll keep 
making them proud,” con-
cluded Koons.

Saturday’s 1:00 p.m. 
match-up against the Cashion 
Wildcats at the University 
of Central Oklahoma will be 
Koons’ fourth state champion-
ship game. The Wildcats enter 
the game with a 14-1 season 
record. The Blue Devils season 
record is 15-0.

Blue Devils clinch semi-final victory

BLUE DEVILS COVERING GROUND – [Top photo] Junior running back Kaden 
Barron, #11, fields the completion from junior quarterback Karson Daniel, #1. 
Scotty Taylor, #55, Jacob Riley, #77 and Rance Wilson, #10 prepare to pave the 
way. [Bottom photo] Senior Coltin Fincher buckles in for a few extra yards with 
#5 Chase Taylor, #10 Rance Wilson and #55 Scotty Taylor helping to clear the 
path. (Photos by Scott Renfro)
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WE BACK THE BLUE DEVILS! 
Advanced Family Dentistry 229-0407
Alexander Gray Funeral Home
Al Schneider – Edward Jones
American Nation Bank, Member FDIC

Austin Cattle Company
Equipment Experts, Inc. 580-465-2600
Farmers Insurance Danielle Neble Agency
First National Bank & Trust Co./Ringling Branch
Gerken Orthodontics
Harry’s Hometown Grocery

Howard Ranches 
Insurance Place Agency
JW’s Travel Stop, LLC
Moore Drug
Mudcreek BBQ 662-2200
Oklahoma AgCredit – Duncan & Ardmore
Old West Repair 580-663-0535
Rick’s Auto Repair
Ringling Depot
Ringling Eagle

Ringling Family Care
Ringling Tag Agency 
SAP Soil Farm, LLC
Southern Plains Animal Hospital
Southward Family Medicine 
Stewart Farms, LLC
The Raintree 662-2930
Van Buskirk Fertilizer
Worley’s Station

Classic Tractor & Farm Supply

Action Shots by Scott Renfro from the 
Fourth Round Playoffs vs. Morrison

Bring Home That 
Gold Ball!

Take State!

Go,
Big 

Blue!

offense back on the field. 
Daniel worked with Wilson to 
cover some yardage however 
a fumble recovered by the 
Wildcats found them back in 
the end zone for Morrison’s 
second touchdown. Brayden 
Johnson staved off a Morrison 
lead by pummeling the Wild-
cat’s running-back short of the 
goal line.

Following the touchdown, 
the Blue Devils received the 
ball and were able to maintain 
control for the final seconds 
of the game claiming the one 
point victory over Morrison, 
13-12.

Ringling totaled 13 first 
downs during the game 
whereas Morrison totaled 
nine. Total offensive yards 
between the teams stacked up 
with Ringling toping out at 
273 yards and Morrison with 
194.


